
A 40 years• experience 
in philanthropy

Since 1969, the Fondation de France supported tangible, innovative 

projects which meet the needs of people facing the problems of a 

society evolving at a quick step. The foundation is active in three 

fields—aid to those who are vulnerable, growth of the store of 

knowledge, and issues relating to the environment. We work too 

to encourage the general development of philanthropy. Donors 

are helped in their choice of the best projects and those setting up 

foundations are advised on their fields of intervention, including 

the most suitable legal and fiscal framework. 

As a private, independent body, the work of the Fondation de France 

is made possible only through the generosity of donors.

KEY FIGURES FOR 2008
• 510,000 donors

•  654 private funds or foundations 
under aegis of which 62 are 
created by companies

• 7 regional delegations

•  136 full-time staff 
and 480 voluntary workers

•  almost 6,800 grants, awards 
and scholarships amounting 
to 83 million euros



TAKING ACTION FOR 
THE ENVIRONMENT
The environment challenges and 
preoccupies us on a planetary level 
as well as locally. Worldwide 
competition for natural resources, 
the spread of towns, the growth of 
activities which generate pollution, 
the increasing number of natural 
disasters; all of these threaten the 
biodiversity and quality of 
our living space. 
From the outset, the Fondation 
de France developed a number 
of programs linked to this subject. 

ENCOURAGING 
PHILANTHROPY  
Encouraging generosity from our 
citizens and maximizing the use 
made of their generosity is also 
an essential part of the mission 
of the Fondation de France as set 
down at its origins. Such a broad 
ambitious mission involves 
knowing what one is talking about. 
This is the role of the Fondation 
de France Observatory, which 
produces numerous studies and 
informs managers, corporations, 
researchers, students, the media 
and any individual wishing 
to fi nd out more about the 
non-profi t sector.

PROGRAMS 
About thirty programs in all fields 
of public interest

OUR MISSION
• To bring together donors, 
philanthropists and those acting 
in the field so that projects can 
become reality.

OUR METHODS 
OF ACTION 
• To raise and manage funds; 
to bring expertise to bear in 
allocating donations to priority 
causes.
• To set up and support the 
operation of funds and foundations 
under aegis. 
• To encourage generosity abroad 
by receiving and distributing 
transnational gifts. This unique 
service makes 
it possible to act from outside 
a country or on behalf of another 
country whilst benefiting from 
local tax advantages.

OUR ACTIONS
• To select the best projects 
in France and the countries 
where we work.
• To award grants, prizes and 
scholarships.
• To provide advice and support 
to philanthropists.

OUR VALUES
• To place the individual at 
the centre of our actions, 
to encourage dignity, autonomy 
and responsibility; to give life.
• To develop links in the 
community by building and 
protecting relationships around 
the individual, both in the family 
and the district and with 
professionals and voluntary 
associations.
• To strictly respect the wishes 
of those who have confidence in 
us.
• To guarantee respect and 
transparency in our practices.

HELPING THOSE WHO 
ARE VULNERABLE
The world is changing, but people’s 
needs–expressing themselves, 
working, having a home where 
they are comfortable, caring for 
their health, living with others 
and sharing interests, emotions, 
projects, –these do not change 
although society is fragmenting. 
People confronting disability, 
advanced age, unemployment, 
economic diffi culties, illness 
are more fragile. As differences 
in society widen, the Fondation 
de France increasingly supports 
initiatives dealing with these basic 
needs in situations where public 
and private answers are not 
enough anymore. 

WORKING TO 
INCREASE 
KNOWLEDGE
Many young people currently 
face an uncertain professional 
future; progress in research is 
a vital challenge; culture becomes 
essential to a better understanding 
of the world and the forging 
of a collective identity. 
The Fondation de France has 
decided to act to increase 
the store of knowledge.

40 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE IN PHILANTHROPY



REGIONAL OFFICES
In order to spread its activities 
over all the French territory, the 
Fondation de France created seven 
regional offi ces since 1989. 
In the framework of their 
intervention programs, these offi ces 
track down and support projects 
(mainly small-scale neighbourhood 
projects) to which they bring 
fi nancial help and occasionnally 
technical assistance. 
They represent the Fondation 
de France and have the further 
mission of making the foundation 
better-known to the voluntary 
associations sector as well as 
to decision-makers, advisers, 
the media and the wider public.

TO APPLY FOR SUPPORT, PLEASE REFER TO OUR CALL FOR PROJECTS: 

www.fondationdefrance.org

BEYOND FRONTIERS

Friends of Fondation 
de France
A legal entity in the United-States

At a time when international 
contacts are becoming more 
frequent, private donors, whether 
individuals or companies, 
are increasingly interested in 
supporting projects for the public 
benefi t outside the countries 
where they live.
For that reason, the Fondation de 
France has established a legal entity 
in the United States. The purpose is 
to guarantee that American donors 

wishing to support philanthropic 
projects in France can benefi t from 
their own considerable local tax 
advantages.
This project has been approved 
by the American tax authorities.
www.friendsoffdf.org

A network of transnational 
giving in Europe
As a partner in Transnational 
Giving in Europe (TGE), 
the Fondation de France has made 
agreements with foundations 
and associations in EU countries 
with a view to facilitating 
cross-border giving. 
The TGE network allows 
individual and corporate donors 
who are taxpayers in one of 
the partner countries to support 
charitable organizations in other 
member countries and to benefi t 
from tax advantages under 
the legislation of their own 
countries of residence. 
www.givingineurope.org

RULES AND 
PROCEDURES

Governance
The Fondation de France is 
composed of:
• a Board of Governors which 
decides on general policy.
• Committees of Experts made up 
of professionals acting in 
a voluntary capacity who are 
responsible, together with 
the salaried staff, for advising 
the Board in the various fields 
of the foundation’s activity:
programs, financial 
management, etc.;
• a team of professional staff, 
responsible for putting forward 
proposals and executing the 
decisions of the Board.

Controls
The Fondation de France is, or is 
liable to be, subject to controls by:
• public authorities;
• various ministries with statutory 
seats on the Board;
• the public service department 
for acceptance of donations;
• the Cour des Comptes (Audit 
Office) regarding appeals for 
voluntary public contributions;
• the Comité de la Charte (charter 
of good practice): a study and 
rule-making body set up by 
fundraising organizations.

Grant awards
For each of its programs, 
the Fondation de France is 
assisted by a Committee 
of Experts. Composed of 
professionals from outside 
the Fondation and acting in 
a voluntary capacity, they advise 
on the awarding of grants for 
the particular programs to which 
they are attached.



FUNDS AND FOUNDATIONS 
UNDER THE AEGIS OF THE 
FONDATION DE FRANCE

Under the terms of Article 2 of 
its bylaws, the principal mission 
of the Fondation de France is to 
“constitute funds or foundations 
on behalf of donors”. 

These foundations are managed 
individually under its aegis. They 
benefi t from an autonomy in terms 
of decision-making, but are legally 
attached to the Fondation de France.
The donor or the testator selects 
the purpose of his foundation himself 
amongst a wide range of causes: 
health, culture, environment, 
the disabled, the elderly, children, 
research…

Welcome, consultancy, 
expertise
The Fondation de France makes 
very specifi c expertise available 
to funds and foundations. This 
comes from over 40 years’ experience 
in setting up and supporting 
individualized projects - expertise 
in fi nancial, legal, fi scal and 
patrimonial fi elds as well as in-depth 
knowledge of social problems. 
We meet with founders and advise 
them, supporting their projects 
as they grow, and, if requested, 
we ensure the perennity of projects 
after their death.
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The Fondation de France runs 
the administrative, fi nancial 
and accounting management of all 
funds and foundations it shelters. 
Those who wish so may also 
support  the Foundation’s own 
action programs and thus become 
partners in projects which have 
received the agreement of 
its volunteer experts.

The Fondation de France has 
a central role in the French landscape 
of foundations. It has thus become 
partner of reference for foundations, 
government administration 
and local authorities. 

The Fondation de France wishes to 
increase knowledge and recognition 
of foundations in France. 
It also wants to support their 
development. For that purpose, 
it created and still supports 
the Centre Français des Fondations.

A few examples

The Fondation Ronald Mc Donald, 
set up in 1994, takes actions for children, 
and particularly the development 
of Ronald Mc Donald houses for 
families of children in hospital.

The Fondation Monsieur et Madame 
Guy Degrenne, set up in 1999, 
helps families and young people 
in distress, in particular in the region 
of Normandie.

The Fondation Enthic created 
in 2008 funds and supports 
mesofi nance types of ethical projects 
in southern countries, particularly 
in Sub-Saharan area.
Local entrepreneurs benefi t 
from seed fi nancing through local 
associations and consulting support 
to develop their business and 
a network of successful local 
companies.     

The Bourses Déclics Jeunes, 
created in 1975 thanks to a donation 
from Mr. and Mrs Salavin Fournier, 
gives support to young people from 
18 to 30 years old on an annual basis, 
enabling them to carry through 
their vocations in a wide variety 
of fi elds such as arts, crafts, 
social action, research, sciences, 
culture, etc.

The Fondation Olivier Messiaen 
was founded in 1994 on the initiative 
of the composer’s wife, 
Yvonne Loriot-Messiaen. 
Since then, it acted to protect 
the infl uence and reputation 
of Olivier Messiaen’s work, 
and supports young creators.

The Fondation HSBC pour 
l’Education gives easier access to 
education for young people from 
under-privileged backgrounds.
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www.fondationdefrance.org 

Fondation de France  

40, avenue Hoche, 75008 Paris – France
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